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IN TAN | 
HOUSE of LORDS,. 
| March the 17. 195 
| AT THE 
Opening of the Second Article of the Impeach- 
ment againſt Dr. Sacheverell. 
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THE = 
Biſhop of Lincoln's | 


IN THE . 
Houſe of LORDS, G. 


MY LORDS; | 


T was the Misfortune of ſome of our Bench, that in the Proſecution of the foregoing Article 
of this Inpeachment, a Noble Lord, who ſpoke very carly to that Point, was pleaſed not 
only to Anticipate our Judgment in that Particular; but to do it with this pretty Hard 
Reflection, That in giving it, as He ſuppos d we Would, We ſhould Ve contrary to our onn 

Dg#rine; It is not improbable but that, in the Courſe of the preſent Debate, another Arrow 

may be drawn out of the ſame * Quiver to ſhoot at us; and we may be told, that in defendi 

of the + Toleration granted by Law to the Diſſenters; we ſhew our ſelves to be Apoſtates from our Own 

Order, But from both theſe Imputations I am perſwaded both our Writings, and our Actions, 

will ſecure Us in the Judgment of all indifferent Perſons. 

The Subſtance of this Second Article of the Impeachment, which your Lordſhips are now 
about to entet upon, is this: That Dr. S. in his Sermon, doth ſuggeſt and maintain, that the 
« Toleration, granted by Law, i Unreaſonable, and the Allowance of it Unwarrantable. Thar 
& He 4 4 Falſe-brother with Relation to God, Religion, or the Church, who defends Toleration, and 
Liberty of Conſcience. That Q. Elizabeth was deluded SID Grindal 70 the Tolera- 
„tion of the Geneviau Diſcipline : And that it is the Duty of Superior Paſtors tb thunder out their 
<« Eccleſiaſtical Anathema's againſt Perſons entituled to the Benefit of the Toleration ; and inſolently 
„„ dares, or defies, any Power on Earth to Reverſe ſuch Sentences.” This, my Lords, is the ſum 
of this part of the Commons Charge again/t Dr. S. and I think the Managers have fully made it out; 
not by bare Intendments, by unneceſſary Implications, and forced Conftruttions ; not by piecing together 
broken Sentences, and Conjoining of diſtant, and independent Paſſages (as he has ee, Complain d; 
but by the plain words, and neceſſary meaning, of a very great Part of his Diſcourſe. | 

But before I trouble your Lordſhips with the Proof of this, give me leave, upon this Occa- 
ſion, (cho it be no part of the Impeachment laid againſt the Preacher) to obſerve to your Lordſhips 
what a ſtrange Account he has thought fit to publiſh of that other popular Engine, which, he ſays, 
= been made uſe of * 10 pull down the Church, and which he calls by the Name of Compre- 

en/10.. . 

The Perſon who firſt concerted this ſuppoſed Deſign againſt our Church, was the late moſt Re- 
verend Dr. Sancroft, then Arehbiſbop of Canterbury. The time, was towards the End of that un- 
happy Reign, of which ſo much was ſaid upon the Occaſion of the foregoing Article. Then, 
when we wete. in the heighth of our Labours, defending the Church of England againſt the 
Aſſaults of Popery, and thought of nothing elſe; that Wile Frelate foreſeeing ſome ſuch Revol- 
tion as ſoon after was happily. brought about; began to conſider how utterly unptepared they 
had been at the Reforation of King Charles the IId to ſettle many things to the Advantage of the 

Church; and what a happy Opportunity had been loft for want of ſuch a previous Care, as 
be was therefore deſirous ſhould now be taken, for the better and more perfect Eſtabliſnment 
of it, It was viſible to all the Nation, that the more moderate Diſſenters were generally fo 
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* See Dr. $.'s Anſwer to the 1ſt Article of 
+ Dr. S's Serm. at St. Pauls, Pag . 8: 
* Serm. Pag. 16, 17. 


Impeactunent, His Speech, Fol, Pag. 23. 
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ven ſatisfied with. that Stand which'our Divine bad. taade againſt Popery, and the many Unan- 
ſwerable Trtatiſes "Apt public a in Coptatation of it, as to exprets an unuſual Reattinets 
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to Cone in to us. d it. was therefore thonght "worth the while, when they were delibera- 
2 thoſe other Matters, to consider at the ſame time what might be done to G Te, 
without domg any , ͤ d + tis «; 
The Scheme. was laid out, and the feveral Parts of it were commitred, not only wir the : 
probation, but by. the Direttion of that Great Prelate ,. to fach of our Divines as were thought the 
moſt proper to be intruſſed with it. His Grace took, one Part to Himpelf; Another was commit- 
teg to a then Pious and Reverend“ Dean, afterwards à Fiſhop, of cur Church. The review! 
of "the Daily Service. of our Liturgy, and tht eg bak, was referrd to a Select Number 
excellent Perſons, f two of winch are at this time upon our Bench; and I am fare will bear 
Witnels "to the truth of my Relation. _ The Deſign was, in ſhort, this: To welds? [and } if 
polliBle,” to inforce our Diſcipline; to Review, and Enlarge our Liturgie; b orrefting'of Jome 
things, oy Addiny of other; and, if it ſhonld te thought adviſable by Authogry-, When this 
matter non came to be legally conſider'd, "tft in Cnvocarmn ,-then. in Pia; 
leaving TomE few Ceremonies, conſeſs d to be 15 mn their "Natures, as Twdiffertnt in "their 
Uſage, bo 2s not to be neceſſarily Oblerved by Thoſe who — 7 S:ruple of em; till they 


ſhould be able to Oyercome either their Weakneſſes, or Prejudices, and be willing to comply 


ih 3 Re | 
8 this good Deen was not only Khown. to, but approved of 14 Other Babe? 
5 7 Wrch; that famous Petition for which Seven of them were ſent to the Toner, and which 
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contributed fo much to our Deliverance,” may ſuffice to ſhew. The © Willingueſs they there de- 
<<*clared Kae to ſuch: Temper as, ſhould be thought fit with the Diſſentert, 'when that 
atter ſhould be Confider'd, and Sertled , in Parliament and Convocation”; manifeſtly refert d 
id hat was then known to Seteral, if not All of the Subſcribers, to have been at that a 
tie under Deliberation, And that nothin more was intended than I haye before faid, is as 
evident from what was publickly late in a Trexciſe purpoſely written to recommend the 
Defign when it was brought before the two Houſes of Parliament, in the beginning of the Jare 
Reign; and Licenſed by the Authority of a Noble Peer, now preſent, who was at that time Serre 
tas y of State: ln the very beging of which 3 * is his remarkable Paſſage, which I ſhall 
beg Leave to ad o yan Lurdhbipt: * © No Alteration, / that 1 Tnow of, I intended but 
« in things declared to. be Alterable by the Church its ſelf. And if things Alterable be Altered 
© upon the Grounds of Prudence and Charity ; and Things deſective be ſuppſied; and Things Abu- 
= be Reltored to their proper Uſe; and Things of. « more Ordinary Compoſitfon, Reviſed 
 , and Improved; whilt the DOCTRINE, GOVERNMENT, and WORSHIP of rhe Church 
* real lie, in ALL he Subſtantial Parts of Them ; We have all reaſon to believe that this will 
4 * = Tar from injuripg the Church, that, on the contrary, it ſhall receive « very great Bene- 
2 „ 12 e 
- And how one, let any impartial Perſon Conſider, what was there in ſuch à Drfign 
that could be jultiy eſteem'd prejudicial to the OMfticurion of our Church? Wherein would our Canons 
ve fuffer'd, t Those already made, had been more frongly Enforced; and ſome New Ones 
had been ted, er the " Reformation of Manntrs ; for the better puniſhing of Notorious Off -nders ; 
and. to. render our, Pablick Diſcipline more ſtrict, and ſevere? This we have been Wiſhing for, 
ever ſince the Reformation : What Harm would it have done our Church had it now been Effected 3 
Or how wonld our excellent Liturgy have been the worſe, if a few more tonbefal Expreſſions 
had been Changed for planer, and-clearer ; and a paſſage, or two, which however capable of a 
iat Defence, 175 in many Oaſes ſeem barſb to ſome even of our Own Ommmion, had either 
been wholly+/zf2 at liberty, in ſuch Caſes, to be Omittel alt ert; Ot been ſo qualified 
do 'remove. all Exception againſt Them in Any Caſe. If ſuch Collefts,- as are not ar 
adapted to the Fefiuals., or Goſpels, to which they belong; had been made more full, an- 
Ape ſite to Both: If ſome of the Occaſiunal Offices had been Enlarged; and New Ones Added : If, 


for Example, there had been. a greater Variety of Prayers, Pſalms, and Leſſons appointed by Au- 


thority, inſtead of the Compoſitions of private Perſons, now neceſſarily to be uſed, for the Viſt ation 
of the Het; and New Forms:compoted for the Uſe of Priſoners for Debt or Crimes : For the grea- 
15 Folemnity of Receiving Proſelytes into our Church; Of Reconciling Penitents to it; and of Ca- 
g Notorious Offendent out if it. Theſe were ſome of the main things that were then deſigu d: 
As for any favour tothe Diſſenters, None, that I know of, was intended, but what ſhould bave 
been intixely conſiſtent with our Om» Conffirucion : And I hope it will not be thought any Crime 
for the Biſhops, and 1 2 of our (hurch, to be willing to enlarge its Communion, by any Ae 
thods which way be likely to Gain Others, and yet not nun om Own Eſtabliſhment. 
_ Barro ſaticfie your . Lordſbips that nothing could bave been deſigned to the Detriment of the 
Church; Be pleaſed farther to conſider, how what was thus at firſt projected in private, by ſe- 
lest Perlons, and in a difficult time, when no counteparice was to expected from Autho- 
rity to any ſuch purpoſe; was afterwards, if ever, to have been brought to Maturity. And 
_ this being à matter of Public Nhtice, the relation of it will admit of no Exception. 1 
Dae ſooner were their late Majeſties, of Glorious Memory, ſeated in their Thtones, but this De- 
Un was openly Elpouſed by them. A Commiſſion was iſſued out, under the Great Seal of En- 
; Bijbups, and other - Eminint Divides, to meet rogers and to 
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ma van; but alſo the Reaſons that 1 me to it: which 1 thall do as plain- 


Ot that deference to your Lordſhips, which I am ſure it muſt upon al? Occaſi- 
ere Pecoine me 0 pay ; and'at the Tame time with that Freedom! which'I Fe 

e lm porrance a this cauſe do's at this time require. 
9 n impesched by the Commons of Grear-Britain, of Hi vh Crimes and Mit. 
expreſſed in the ſeveral Articles of the Charge exhibited 210 him: And Tour 
have Sa torr what they have ſaid in fapport of at Charge, as well as what bas been 


Tine! the Doctor's Defence: 
Volt Sau have alſo debated your ſelves the Merits of the Cauſe as to the firff of 
theſs Ai i and have come to a Re olution , that the Commons have made good that 
of the cer «Se In which Reſolution as 1 did heartily concur; ſb I was ready to 
1 to your Lordſhips'my Reaſons for fo doing, had there dern 
room of oe 


10n for 1t, FRITT If D in 

aue now apon Article; -; wherein the Draa i fen 15 

. the —— 4 
mrrantable; with other particulars 


1 unreaſonable, aud the Allowance of 
have te relation 10 this general Charge, 

an which are indeed ſo — B 1 be 

In = y ofa therefore . 


I beg leave to conſider them; And the Fn of then Tn. 
br a, Klin, e N 


x, that he aſſerts that He is @ Falſe Brother with rel amm to 
Toleration and Liberty of Con ; and this, iny Lords, 
do's N in ſo many — It is one of the many Mar gives where we" 2 pe 
e thoſe reſpects; not a ſal 2 
ö — I'think; in his Defence. For if it was t . granted, rg ts 
RY fairly pretended) that the Door makes the defending of Toleration and Liberty 
of *onſcierice; one Branch only of the Character of a falle Brother; I do not ſec how it cou 
maße even a part of that'CharaRter, if there was no falſe Brotherhood in it. And 1 ſhalt hot 
tteuble my ſelf or your Lordſhips with ding about to ſettle the degrees of falſe Brotherhood 
that ate in Inthi part 2 the Character, uſc I think every degree of it is unreaſonable and 
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to defend Toleration and Liberty of Conſcience, as it is confeſs d that he do's, but he 
at the fame time ſuggef and maintain that the Tileration is wirtaſonable, and the Allowance 
F # iinwarrantdble; For it can never be Any degree of ſalſe Brotherhood, to defend what is 
reaſonadi and warrantable : Nor wou d even the Doctor, as inconſiſtent a Man as ſeveral 
the Noble Lords that have ſpoken for him repreſent bim to be, ever have made it one 5 it 

Fick not himfelf condemn'd that which he bla mes others for defending! * 

| ebe Seon Inſtance alledg'd is, that br 'talls 22 Grindal 4'Falſ; - Big the Chirh, 
_- . for deludin ue Elizabed-1nt6"':be'Taleration of ti Sek an Diſcipline. 
Ii not, m/ Lords, 15 about*to add any thing to the ſull and YA Vindication you have 
BUF ech ne, buttbak any of | your-Lordſhips believe, int M Presbyter of | the 
Charch of England, profeſſing more than — 42 Leal for Bpiſcopa cy and t CERN ütten of 
beſtom ſuch Lan aue Who was the firſt Biſhop. and. the Ornament 
_ of it ſo long; only for diſpoſing that Glorious Queen to a mild Treatment, of the Puritans of 
2 time, which is the utmoſt that is pferended to be lad to his Gharge, If he bad thought To- 
ration a reaſonable thing, or what was fit 10 be eltablithed by Law ? This, 
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n t 38 ery. true, my Lords, Schiſmaticks ate not the: only, As 

may be denounced , but 1 muſt; fill, ſay; they, * 
E. 1 have read to your Lordſhips ; and therefore 

to find the Doctor making fo vain, fo unſiocere a . 

ae e al wx | he is cautioning againſt, but expreſly, by, a Word. of his own 7 1 

with 60 


55 er hi Works of Darkneſs mentioned  immediatelysbefore z Schiſms. 
ele are the $ Paſtors to thunder 


o always together. 
ins againſt which be calls upon his Superiour: 
Eccleſiaſtical Anathema i; not can the Charge be avoided by that Diſtinction which, 
&* in his. behalf, between a Cenſure purely Spiritual, and an EecleſlaRical Banden 
mitting chew ec for tha Diſtinction in a Scholaftical Conſideration of the 8 ER 
2 pole = oe 25 yet Hl ets s nd toom to make uſe- of, it in this pes: 
et LES 19 5 Die fr mY -_ wn aue op do agar eee 3s We an 
R licip 18 ii n ern: 1 
And it '1 certain my Lords that theſr Cenſures cannot, Gn the Ach of Toleration, inf 
d upon Diſſenters, how much; {> ever theit ——.— * is expreſly provided nor ee 
n Society, to H 
80 Wat they ſhall; not be ircated as Schilmaticks 
„to which their Se otherFiſe have 


Or {0.0 


FL, 
* 


n 
inthe yay. of ;thole Eceleſiaſtigal 
ſubjected 


4 
n. {Ik uc 10 uh * Kistubio asche tt ginhorq bang KK lo & 


* ” 


ate eee 
AL + Bay (1991 0 loo 1801 N 191 yin gag ol 11 10 
1 agu! we — 15 P i 


Bo 
Me 
s 1 


* * 
1 0 , N 
1 1 « : . 
9 ae 
ww ' 4 Ret I 
„ m 4 — 


ts, as ready 21am to enlarge them 


M 17 - : 
of his Sermon bed the Superior Paſtors are 


1 bets *, Now what ſhould be the Reſult 


a ark, | 


glorifie God, ald not with a confus'd ity of Con- 
ty, 
ixim in Politicks, that at Govetfiments are be belt 


8 
Een 


poked 


or ad- 


ba. »d 02 babar et 18d; omi or gi ide aunt any 8 
i WK.) w bldg 20 oF 18 * 08, aue 10 a 0 enolbn ts QUIRED $5 


F 
| — 
A : 1 
4 

> 

; 

2 

1 

1 

1 
2 
Y YZ «8 
$ 4 97 
i 

5 t 
3 

| : z i 1 

N —_ 4 


eee SL 1 
And tho I cannot undertake upon Memory to be very particular, yet 1 dare vente td Ray, 
there have anciently been 1 of the Diſcipline of the Church. even when The mit, 
was thought to deſerve the Continuance of it; for Publick Expedience, and better preſerving 


the Peace of the Chriſti orld : And that in ſuch Caſes any Presbyter or Biſhop Wettin 


ſelf have been cenlured, if he had not acquieſced in ſuch Relaxations. 


M Lords, a Presbyter of the Church of England, is the more obliged to acquieſce in oft 
ſuch Relaxations among us as are legally made, becauſe he has folemnly promiſed at fis Ordi- 


nation, chat he will give his Faichfal Diligence always ſo to miniſter the Dyctrine ami S4cr aments and 
the Diſcipline" of Chriſt, as the Lord hath commanded, and as this Church and RE A LM hath 
received the L "oy . N 

I have 1 obſerved to your Lordſhips, bow the Diſcipline of the Church ſtands at ꝓre- 
ſent as 10 the Point in queſtion. And as the Relaxation of it in that particular, was agreeable 
to that Temper which the Biſhops who petitioned King James, gave the Diſſenters ground ta 
expect: 50 Lam verily perſwaded that the Church is to far from having been hurt by this In- 
dulgence, that it has received Advantage as well as Credit, from that Moderation which gave 
way to it. I coud give ſeveral Inſtances of this within my own Obſervation, while 1 was 
Arch-Deacon, under a Reverend Prelate that fits now before me; and ſince I have had the 
Honour to be on this Bench: In which Compaſs of time ſeveral Men of Sobriety and Learning 
bred up to be Miniſters amongſt the Diſſenters, have left the Sepæration, and upon due Tryal 
bave been admitted to Orders in our Church; in which they have officiated with entire Con- 
formiity to our Rules, and to the Honour cf our holy Religion. A 

Theſe Inſtances have been ſo frequent and Remarkable, ſince the Diſſenters have been ex- 

empted fromthe Penalties of certain Laws, above what had been olyſery'd before; that T'rhink it 
| very ill becomes any Clergyman to preach againſt that Exemption, as the Doctor (notwithiſtan- 
ding bis Neſerve for Conſeiences truly ſcrupulons,) has done; and to call upon his Superiours to act 
in contradiction to it. He ſhou'd bave forbore doing this, at leaſt out of regard to her Ma- 
Nag, vrho had been graciouſſy pleas d to declare from the Throne, that ſhe wou'd preſerve the 

cratiori inviolable: A Reſolution I ſhall ever think it my Duty upon all proper Occaſions 
to expreſs my Approbation of, as Juſt and Wiſe and Charitable, and every way agreeable to the 
Spirit and Genius of the Chriſtian Religion. 5 
I shall not, my Lords, enter into the Enquiry of what Sentences are ratify'd in Heaven: 
But as one may vemure to ſay, that all that have been pronounced on Earth, are not ratiſy d 
there; ſo by all- I have ſeen of the Dectox's Spirit in theſe Matters, 1 haye great reaſon to 
fear, that if the Power ef the Keys was in his Hands, it would often be very ſadly abuſed. 

However he has fo good an Opinion of his own Spirit, as to put his Superiours in mind 
of another Part of their Duty, immediately after that I have mention d; and that is, to promote 
Aen of Probity, Cunſcience and Comrage, without which he thinks they cannot be fit Members of 
the Church Militant ; in which 1 can as little agree with him as in the former demand. For if 
I may judge of the Probity, Conſcience, and Courage he thinks fo deſerving, by what ap- 
pears in his Sermon, compar'd with his Speech to Your Lordſhips ; I cannot think them Qua- 
hfications for a Miniſter of the Church of Chriſt in any reſpect ; and I hope I ſhall be fo 
happy - oy all the Reverend Prelates with whom I have the honour to ſit, agreeing with 
mem this. £1 "TS 

But tho' I hope ſuch a Conduct will never recommend any Perſon to favour; yet I do not 
deſite that even that which I heartily blame, ſhow'd be puniſhed ſa much as I think it deſerves. 
And'tho' He ho pleads ſo warmly for wholeſome Severities toward thoſe who differ from hi 
has the leaſt Title to Your Lord ſhips Compa ion; Yet I hope he will find it as far as the uf 
Concern'you bave for the Publick Tranquillity will allow you to ſhew it. 

This I'fay from that which 1 bleſs God is the natural Temper of my Mind, and not from 
the Care that has been taken by ſome to intimidate as far as they cou'd , thoſe who were 
toibaye tbe Cognizance of the Doctor's Cauſe, and were not thought to be favourable to it. 

I ſhall not take upon me to charge the Doctor or any of his particular Friends with 
this Practice, as great a Temptation as one is under to do fo from ſeveral Circumſtances. 
And it: is not the leaſt, that occurs in his Prayers, which he has publiſh'd upon this Occaſion, 
to repreſent not ſo much to God as to the World, that he is under Perſecution, when he 
is proſecuted for- offending againſt the Law, by thoſe who in common Juſtice ought to 
be thought the faireſt Accuſers; and (before Your Lordſhips, who are juſtly acknowledged 

to be the molt impartial Judges. 


However I will never believe, till I cannot avoid it; that any Members of the Church of 


England who: have acknowledged the Government, much leſs any Clergy-man who has ſo of- 
ten proſeſs d his Obedience to it in Church and State, ſhou'd have been any way acceſſory to 
thoſe threatnings that have been given out, particularly againſt ſuch Biſhops as ſhould hap- 
pen to condemn the Doctor's Proceedings. ; 

As:far , My Lords, as I have ſeen of this Cauſe, I am likely to be one of thoſe Biſhops ; 
and tho I do not pretend to any great {hare of Courage, I am very free to declare to Your 
Lordſhips that I am in no Comparton fo apprehenſive of what may befal my ſelf for condemning 
— — am of what will probably befal tbe Publick if Your Lordſhips ſhou d not 

emn him. | 2 | 

But that is in your Lordſhip's Judgment, to which I humbly ſubmit it: And only beg Par- 
don for having detain d Your., ips ſo Jong in giving my reaſons why I think the Commons 
have mage good this Second Part of their Charge. ae 
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